
The Company of Watermen and Lightermen of the River Thames does receive a large number of 
requests for information. We wish to encourage interest in the History of Freemen and the Company 
but the information we have recorded is limited to a register of apprentices giving name, date 
apprenticeship started and length, the apprentice’s master and apprentice’s birth parish and a register 
of Freedom recording apprentices who were made free with date. At the Hall we only hold the Register 
of Bindings from 11 January 1898 to the present time and the Register of Freedoms from 10 February 
1891 to the present time. All other records are now held at the Guild Hall in London. 

Our early records are kept at the Guildhall Library (www.history.ac.uk/gh/) Apprenticeship from 1688, 
freedoms from 1759. Records from 1908 are still kept at Watermen’s Hall. 

The Company is on the World Wide Web at www.watermenshall.org.  A large amount of our archives 
are also on the web at www.geocities.com/watermenarchive It is our intention to place more 
information on researching your ancestors on this site. 
 

If you are interested there is a short free leaflet describing a little of the History of the Company, its 
possessions and its activities available on request from admin@watermenshall.org. or by writing to 
the Hall enclosing a sae. There are 5 Volumes of the Company’s History available for purchase from 
1514 to 1920 enquires to the same email 

One of Company’s Freeman Robert Cotterell (email to rjcindex@aol.com) has put a large number of 
the records on CD ROM which can easily be searched. For a small fee  Mr Cotterell will undertake the 
search. 

Suggestions to make you task more fruitful 

Make sure you keep precise references to where you found your information. 
 
Do not swallow everything you read or hear - questioning accepted 'facts' may lead you to a 
new dimension of understanding. 
 
Be open to disputes and tragedies, not just successes, all history is not rosy! 
 
Do not try to cover everything, keep your scope small so that you can complete it. 
 
You will need determination and persistence, research will take time and effort, and there 
will be obstacles to overcome. 
The Watermen's Company, 16 - 18 St-Mary-at-Hill, London, EC3R 8EF Telephone: (+44) 020 7283  
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